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mastitis. It should always be remembered that only the calf can milk the cow most efficiently. Heifers should be milked first, followed by second and third calvers, the old cows being dealt with last.
(d)  Irregular milking of the animals.   This may be a contributory cause, as is the overworking or over-stocking of the udder.    As a preventive measure, regular milking is essential, and the milking of heavy-yielding animals should therefore be carried out more than twice daily.   Experiments carried out at the Pennsylvania Experimental Station have proved that milking of cows at least five days before they freshen has prevented this disease.
(e)   Changing of milkers   This has sometimes a considerable effect upon the animal, which refuses to let down its milk freely for a strange milker.
By courtesy of Milton-Deosan, Ltd. FIG. 4.    Rapid Abnormality Indicator.
(/) Dirty hands and dirty floors. The dirty hands of milkers may spread the disease from animal to animal, while dirty floors on which the animal has to lie favour infection by the causative organism.
(g) Milk fever. This may cause the disease, particularly when a siphon is used. Siphons should be carefully sterilised before and after use.
(h} Overcrowding of animals. This may also be a contributory cause of the disease.
The effect on the milk is generally obvious. It may contain blood, be flaky or clotted, or thick, slimy or purulent, while the phosphatase content of the milk is increased. A fall in yield from one or more quarters will be noticeable, and an increase in the alkalinity and in the chloride content of the milk will result. This alkalinity can be quickly detected by the producer by means of a " Dislac " testing outfit. This consists of an enamelled container which, is provided with a cover holding four muslin discs and an indicator of brom-cresol-purple. The muslin discs retain any clots present in the milk and, if the liquid is alkaline, the colour changes from yellow to purple.